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Leader Prep Section 

Take time before your small group meeting to prepare by reading through the questions 
and scripture passage so that you can select 4-5 questions that are best suited to your 
group. 
Try to work through at least one question from each of the sections - Hook, Book, Look, 
Took in order to move from observation to application. 

 When possible spend time in prayer for each member of your group. 
 
Hook - Ice breaker type questions to help make the transition into the study time. 
1. What is one of the most exciting events you have ever been part of? 
2. Has there ever been a time where you experienced a great reversal, in one moment 

everything seemed lost, at the next moment everything was wonderful? 
 
Background 
First century Jewish burials took place in town stages.  First, the body would be wrapped in 
linen and spices and placed in a tomb on a stone bench.  Usually this was a family tomb.  The 
body would be left there for a year for it to decompose.  After a year the bones would be taken 
and placed in a stone box called an ossuary.  A family tomb would be filled with multiple 
ossuaries of all one’s ancestors.   
 
Additionally, all the best manuscripts of Mark lack verses 9 – 20.  Verses 9 – 20 appear to be a 
compilation of resurrection accounts from the other Gospels.  At some point it appears someone 
wanted a longer ending for Mark and composed it using accounts from the other Gospels.   
 
Read Mark 15:40 – 16:8  
 
Questions 
Book - These questions are designed to get you into the text itself. 
3. Who was watching Jesus’ death and burial?    
4. Who buried Jesus?  What do we know about this person? 
5. What were the women expecting when they showed up that Sunday morning? 
6. What do they see instead? 
7. How do they react to what they see? 
8. What instructions were the women given?  What were they told to do? 
9. What do you know about the value of women as witnesses in the ancient world?  
10. Why do you think it was women who were first to hear about and proclaim the good news of 

the resurrection? 
 
Look - These questions will take you on a deeper look at what the passage means for us 
today. 
1. What of the characters in this account do you identify with? 
2. If Mark indeed ended his book at verse 8, why do you think he would have ended this way?  
3. Thinking back to what you know about the Christians Mark was writing to, why do you think 

it was critical for them to know that Jesus is stronger than death? 
4. Have you ever known someone who lived in a way that showed they truly believed Jesus is 

stronger than death? 
 

Took - These questions are focused on applying the big idea from the text to our lives. 



1. What does Jesus’ resurrection mean to you personally? 
2. Even though we didn’t literally see the resurrection, to be a person who knows the 

resurrected Jesus means we can be witnesses of the resurrection.  What does it mean for 
you to be a witness to the resurrection? 

3. From the Stronger series, what is one of the “Jesus is stronger than...” that you are going to 
remember and hold onto? 

4. How does this passage make you want to pray? 
 
Pray 


