10.13.19 - Big Story of the Bible: How We Received the Bible - Christian

Leader Prep Section 
· Prepare by reading through the questions and scripture passage so that you can select a few questions that are best suited to your group. 
· Try to work through at least one question from each of the sections - Hook, Book, Look, Took in order to move from observation to application. 
· When possible spend time in prayer for each member of your group.

This week’s statement:
· After many years God called one man, Abraham, and promised that through his descendants the effects of sin would be undone and blessing would take the place of suffering. Through Abraham, the people of Israel was born, out of which his Rescue Hero called the Messiah would come. 

Hook - Ice breaker type questions to help make the transition into the study time.
· What are some things that stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?
· Have you ever tried to make God’s plan happen on your own terms or in your own way? How did it work out?

Background / Reading
Genesis 12:1 – 5; 15:1 - 21; 22:1 - 19

Book - These questions are designed to get you into the text itself.
· How does Genesis 12:1 – 3 relate to Genesis chapter 1 – 11?  How does it begin to solve the problem the came through the beginning of Genesis?
· What are some promises God makes to Abraham in this passage? Do you know of other promises he makes to Abraham? (descendants as numerous as stars, take possession of the land of Canaan, everlasting covenant with Abraham’s descendants)
· What does God require of Abraham in this passage?
· Some people have argued the Bible can be split into two halves, Genesis 1 – 11 and Genesis 12 – Revelation 22.  Do you agree or disagree?
· What is the significance of the covenant making ceremony in Genesis 15?
· Why do you think God reveals that God will put his own life on the line to Abraham?
· Why do you think God asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac in chapter 22?
· What do you find encouraging about this account?
· What do you find challenging or disturbing about this account?

Look - These questions will take you on a deeper look at what the passage means for us today.
· Why do you think God chose Abraham?
· What can we learn from Abraham’s life about how to follow God?
· From these stories about Abraham what can we say that God is like?  What is revealed about God’s character?
· From these stories about Abraham what God say God is doing and has promised to do?  In other words, what is the good news announced by these stories?
· For the people who read these stories over the centuries, even those before Jesus, how were people mean to respond to these stories?  What would trusting in these stories have looked like?
· Jesus is called a Son of Abraham. How does Jesus fulfill and carry on God’s promise to Abraham in 12:2-3?
· What similarities do you see between God’s call to Abraham, and Jesus’ call to the disciples?

Took - These questions are focused on applying the big idea from the text to our lives.
· As Abraham’s spiritual heritage, how do we live out God’s promises in 12:2-3?
· How was Abraham a blessing to all people on earth? How is Jesus? How are we?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Do these stories remind you of any stories or events from your own life?  What does it remind you of?
· If you had to give these stories from Abraham’s life a title, what title would you give it?
· What is the good news for you personally from these stories this week?
· In what way is God inviting you to respond to him through these stories this week?

Pray
