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Sermon Discussion Guide
The Authority of Jesus - Tim Knipp
October 12, 2025


Hook - Getting to know one another
· How is everyone doing this week? Add other questions to get to know one another, especially ones related to the topic in the sermon.
· Consider watching Bible Project video on the Gospel of Mark as a group:
· https://bibleproject.com/videos/mark/
· If you’ve watched this before, watch it again. Find something new to spark your imagination or wonder.
· Pastor Tim asked this week, what’s your reaction to authority? And more specifically, whose authority are you under? Consider this on the large scale and small
· Example: I  am under the authority of Jesus, I live in the USA so also the President, in my life I have a boss at work. I also can err too much on the side of needing others to direct me or to seek approval from others. Thus those around me have a version of authority over me. Yikes

Book - Scripture
· Read the scripture passages and discuss to understand what the text is saying:
· Read Mark 1:21 - 28 and treat it like you might in a school report. Does anything stand out? Is there anything that is surprising or unexpected?
· Where did this happen?
· Who all was there?
· What were they there doing?
· When were they there?
· Was anything out to place?
· What happened?
· Etc.
· The spiritual realm is real and it isn’t just guardian angels. Dig through other passages in the New Testament where the spiritual realm is present in both darkness and light. Note Jesus’ authority present.
· Ex. Mark 1:9-11, Luke 8:26-39
· I’m a sucker for a good song to go along with certain themes. Give a listen to Bob Bennett’s song “Man of the Tombs” which is a beautiful look at the madness and redemption of one who had lost himself and through Jesus’ authority was brought back.
· bob bennett   Man of the Tombs.

Look - Connections to our world today
· This section focuses on implications about what this text means about what’s wrong in the world, about trusting God, about who God is, etc.
· What are the authorities in our world? 
· How do you see both earthly and spiritual forces at work in the world today?
· What do you think would change in the individual Christian’s life AND the life of the church if we matched belief in the spiritual realm with belief in Jesus’ complete authority?  What would this even look like

Took - Personal Application
· This application focuses on how God is calling us to respond.  This could be personally, as a family, small group, or church.  It could be something to believe, to meditate on, to say or do this week.
· Take some time to reflect on Jesus’ authority. While it’s easy for us to say, “yes, Jesus has all authority,” it’s much harder to live the day do day in light of that.
· What areas do you want Jesus to take more authority in your life?
· What actions can you take this week to lean into His authority more? 
· Prayer - solo and/or with others?
· Verbal invitation to Jesus to the places you don’t want him to go, to know about?
· Other ideas? Consider how this would look personally, but also if it involved a group like your small group. 
· Make time to pray as a group to respond to the passage and to your time together.
Time of Prayer
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