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THIS IS THE
STORY OF
WHAT JESUS
HAS DONE

REVIVAL TABERNACLE

The story of Hillcrest Chapel began with a Holy
Spirit-empowered missionary movement in the first
half of the 20th century. During this time, a Pentecostal
revival swept through the Pacific Northwest. In Seattle,
Bethel Temple was at the center of this movement,
holding tent revival meetings where lives were
dramatically changed. People were set free from
alcoholism and surrendered their hearts to Jesus

Christ. As a result, Bethel Temple grew into a large, Bethel

. . . Temple
thriving church that sent out many missionaries ;

meeting

around the world. in Seattle
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Richard
and Leona
Ellison

In the 1940s, Bethel Temple also planted and
sponsored 33 churches across the Pacific Northwest.
One of these was Revival Tabernacle in Bellingham,
Washington, which was officially incorporated in the
State of Washington in 1946. In 1970, Revival Tabernacle
changed its name to Hillcrest Chapel.

At its core, Hillcrest's deep DNA is rooted in being
a missionary church plant, birthed from a Spirit-

empowered revival movement.

PASTOR RICHARD ELLISON

Revival Tabernacle continued in Bellingham for
several decades, but by the late 1960s, it remained a
small community of about 30 people. Around that time,
the congregation invited Pastor Richard Ellison and his
wife, Leona, to become their new leaders.

Richard and Leona had been traveling evangelists,
journeying across the country by bus with their
children, carrying a deep passion for reaching those
who did not yet know Jesus.

Pastor Ellison's story is a testimony to the
transforming power of Jesus Christ. As a young man,
he hadn't attended college and didn't come from a
Christian family. Growing up in rural Idaho, his father
worked as a logger, and at just 16 years old, Richard
would haul chopped wood into town to sell often using
the money to buy beer.
His family thought it
was amusing to see him
drunk.

But everything
changed when, as a
teenager, Richard had
a vision of Jesus. That
encounter marked a

turning point, and he



committed his life to following Christ.

Pastor Ellison began leading Revival Tabernacle in
the late 1960s, and in the first year, the congregation
tripled in size. By the next year, it had grown to over 150
people. In Pastor Ellison's own words, they were seeing
hippies come to faith and “long-haired nut chewers
coming out of the woods.”

But this rapid growth brought tension. For many of
those who had been part of the church before Pastor
Ellison arrived, the changes felt overwhelming. The
new faces, the new energy, and the shifting culture of
the church were simply too much. In the early 1970s,
the entire church board and a large portion of the
congregation left Hillcrest. Others drifted away, not
wanting to remain in the midst of the conflict.

By the early 1970s, the congregation had once
again dwindled down to about 20-30 people. It's
important to recognize that the story of our community
includes conflict, pain, and loss in our early days. This
is not unusual in the life of a church that is making an
impact in the world.

A NEW BEGINNING

When we talk to Pastor Ellison about that season,
he'll say there needed to be a humbling before God
could do something new in our church. And in the mid-
1970s, God truly did begin a new work at Hillcrest.

During that time, the small group of believers had
been meeting in various places around town, including
a building next to Diehl Ford that later became a real
estate office and then a funeral home. Amid these
transitions, the church acquired a parcel of land, located
on the crest of a hill on James Street at Sunset Square.
In light of that land purchase, Revival Tabernacle
changed its name to Hillcrest Chapel.
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Original
church
building at
14th and
Larrabee
Avenue

..you can still
see those top
windows.

o]

The congregation reached a point where they
were prepared to invest in a new building project.
But God had a different plan in mind. Around
the same time, a Methodist church in Fairhaven
was preparing to close its doors and was praying
that a vibrant, Jesus-loving congregation would
continue ministry in their building. It was the heart
and prayers of that elderly Methodist commmunity
for the Southside of Bellingham that helped bring
Hillcrest to this part of town.

Pastor Ellison heard about their situation and
reached out. In 1974, the Methodist congregation
sold their property to Hillcrest Chapel. The building
that we now know as The Commons and with
class rooms and an open meeting space on the

lower floor became our new home.



CAMPUS CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP — CCF

While all of these events were unfolding, something
significant was also happening on the campus of
Western Washington University. In the early 1970s,
Brady Bobbink, a student at Western, became a
follower of Jesus and joined a small group of students
who started a weekly on-campus Christian gathering
called Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF).

Brady became one of the primary leaders of the
group by the fall of 1972. He knew that Jesus was calling
him to reach and minister to students on campus, but
he had no idea how deeply this calling would shape his
future. Brady graduated at the end of the fall term in
1973 with a degree in Secondary Education,
thinking he might move on to other things.

Meanwhile, Pastor Ellison had heard
about Brady's leadership in the CCF group.
Without even meeting Brady first, Pastor
Ellison went to the Hillcrest Chapel board
to ask for their permission to approach him
with a question and possibly a proposal. The
guestion was simple: was Brady willing to
return to Western to continue ministering to

students? If he was willing, Hillcrest would

find a way to support him, even though the

church couldn't fully pay Pastor Ellison's

own salary at the time. Pastor Ellison told the board he Brady
would personally give whatever offerings came in from tBOb:,mk

eaching
the Wednesday night services to support Brady. at CCF

One Sunday evening, Brady visited Hillcrest Chapel,
who was invited by a couple of friends. After the service,
Pastor Ellison took him out to dinner. Over that meal, he
asked Brady his question and shared the heart behind
it: “l don't care if the students ever come to our church,”

Pastor Ellison said, “but | do care that we go to them to

of

THE HILLCREST CHURCH STORY



WWwWU
students
worship at
Friday Night
CCF gathering

tell them about Jesus.”

Pastor Ellison told Brady that the church wanted
to send him as a missionary back to Western's campus.
Following this dinner conversation Brady came to the
confident conviction that the proposal from Pastor
Ellison was in fact the Lord opening a door that he
was to go through. Brady said “yes” and returned
to Western and began teaching at the Wednesday
evening service at Hillcrest. This began a dynamic
relationship between Hillcrest Chapel, its visionary
pastor and its board, its new young missionary, and the
student community of CCF. This relationship would
result in an amazing world-wide impact.

Embedded deep in the DNA of Hillcrest Chapel is a
passionate commitment to reach the secular university
campus, not for the sake of growing our church
numbers but simply out of obedience to Jesus and love
for the next generation. Whether or not the students
ever became part of Hillcrest's congregation, the call to

“go to them” has remained at the heart of who we are.



HILLCREST KIDS EARLY LEARNING

With the move to 1400 Larrabee Avenue, Hillcrest
Chapel occupied a sizable building in Bellingham's
Southside neighborhood. As the church settled into its
new home, Pastor Ellison asked two critical questions:

First, how can we fully use this building? He was
determined that it wouldn't just sit empty throughout
the week.

Second, what are the unmet needs around us?

As they looked at the surrounding community,

it became especially clear that single moms and

working families with young children needed support.

Ll e XS
-

In response, Hillcrest
launched a daycare to
serve the Southside
neighborhood.

This was more
than just a practical
decision. This was ;
an extension of MONZFRI. 6:45,
Hillcrest's heart to be
present, engaged, and f‘?”"“ g
generous with what e
God had entrusted to
them. The building
wasn't just a place for

Sunday services. It was a tool for ministry, shaped by Hillcrest

. - Kids, a new
compassion and a vision to meet real needs.

daycare

It began with just three kids and six staff members. ministry

They didn't have much. There was no money for toys, bornin

Fairhaven

so they brought in old refrigerator boxes for the kids to
play in. During many of those early years, the Hillcrest
Daycare program operated at a financial loss. Still,
Hillcrest Chapel remained committed. Two successive
pastors and the church board stood behind this
ministry, believing that meeting the needs of families in
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our Southside neighborhood was worth the sacrifice.

Fifty years later, that small daycare has grown
into what is now call Hillcrest Kids Early Learning, a
licensed program that serves children ages 12 months
through 5th grade. What started in faith and simplicity
has become a vibrant, life-shaping ministry in our
community.

Hillcrest's decision to give generously, to love
practically, and to prioritize children and families
continues to bear fruit since the 1970’s. Deep in our
DNA is a commitment to the next generation, and to

supporting those raising them.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
AND THE LEADERSHIP
OF PASTOR BOB STONE

One more key moment in the Hillcrest story
came in the mid-1970s: Hillcrest Chapel merged with
a small Fairhaven Assemblies of God church, officially
becoming part of the Assemblies of God (AC). Up to this
point, Hillcrest had been an independent church, but
this decision brought us into a global family of churches
— along with the support, accountability, and structure
that came with it.

This significant step took place after Pastor Ellison
had moved on to another ministry assignment. It
was Pastor Eldo Lindgren who led Hillcrest through
this transition and who introduced the church to the
AG national college ministry, Chi Alpha, which CCF
joined. Pastor Lindgren also laid the groundwork for
fiscal accountability that still serves us well today — an
essential foundation that helped sustain Hillcrest in the
years to come.

So, in the Mid-1970s, Hillcrest made four enduring
commitments: to the Southside neighborhood of



Bellingham, to secular college
students, to children and their
families, and to being part of
the broader Assembilies of God
movement.

By the late 1970s, Pastor
Lindgren transitioned to a new
assignment, and in 1977, a young
pastor named Bob Stone, along

with his wife Nancy, came to lead
Hillcrest Chapel.

Bob and
Nancy Stone

Pastor Bob brought fresh vision and a deep,
unwavering commitment to Scripture. He was known
for teaching verse by verse, often for an hour at a time.
One of his earliest series walked the congregation
through the book of Ephesians, a study that lasted
more than two years. His teaching outlines are still
treasured by members of the original congregation.

Having pioneered a university church in Seattle,
Pastor Bob also shared a strong heart for college
students. As Brady Bobbink continued his ministry
with CCF at Western, Pastor Bob's open support of
that mission and his deep biblical teaching drew many
students into the life of Hillcrest. The college ministry
flourished under this partnership.

But Pastor Bob’s impact didn't stop there. He
expanded Hillcrest's global missions vision, growing the
church’s missions budget to support more than fifty
missionaries worldwide, a legacy that still stands today.

He also helped introduce new approaches to
family ministry and personal discipleship. Hillcrest
began launching small home groups, long before
that became common in the church world. Pastor
Bob believed spiritual formation happened best when
people could truly be known and grow together. They
called these small groups Neighborhood Ministry
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Centers. Helping people
become more like Jesus
through Scripture and through
relationships has always been
central at Hillcrest.

But just as when Pastor
Ellison began, this new vision
was not welcomed by everyone.
For some, it was too much
change too quickly, and about
half the church community left
during the early years of Pastor
Bob's leadership. Pain and
tension continued to be part of
our story.

Yet Pastor Bob remained
undeterred. He began recruiting
creative, visionary leaders to join
the pastoral staff and strongly
believed in empowering them to
build ministry according to their
own gifts and calling. This led
7 to the creation of several long-

& TV 'y & lasting and innovative ministry
ST efforts, including: internship

programs for both college

and church ministry, a church
member savings program

Southside called the Capital Fund, a staff pension plan and health
Food Bank

S insurance trust, and a number of other influential
distribution

ministries that grew from the leadership of those new
staff members.

Through it all, Pastor Bob helped Hillcrest mature
into a church that was grounded in the Word,
generous in missions, creative in leadership, and deeply

committed to people — especially the next generation.



SOUTHSIDE FOOD BANK

Through the 1980s these values of loving Jesus,
loving people, asking what the needs are, and being
willing to try new things continued. For example, in the
mid-1980s people kept coming into the Hillcrest office
looking for food. So the office staff began keeping bags
of groceries in the office in case hungry people came
looking for food. As a result of seeing this need in the
mid-1980s Hillcrest Chapel began the Southside Food
Bank to help feed folks in the name of Jesus on the
south end of town. We continue to be a people who love
Jesus and love people, and ask what the real needs are.
Pastor Bob described
Hillcrest Chapel as a
“Healing Community
of Love, Acceptance,
Forgiveness and
Belonging.”

ROYAL
FAMILY KIDS

The same spirit

continued into the
1990s. In 1991, our

children’s pastor, Kathy Hill, was at a conference RFK meeting
where she heard about a ministry called Royal n C’Cr}!gLJ'PC?J
Family Kids Camp. RFKC provided a week-long camp building

every summer for abused and neglected foster kids.
Kathy brought the vision back to Hillcrest Chapel
and decided to begin a chapter in Bellingham
because it fit our vision of being people who love
Jesus and love people by meeting the physical and
spiritual needs of those around us. Sharing Jesus’
love with both action and words has been a part of
the Hillcrest DNA.
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GROWTH AND BREAKDOWN

Through the 1990s and into the early 2000s, the
Hillcrest congregation rapidly grew. One of Pastor
Bob's most significant legacies during this time
was the major building expansion that created the
worship auditorium we enjoy today. The original
vision was even larger — the current meeting space
was designed to be only half the size of the final
plan. The hope was that one day the building would
be doubled to accommmodate future growth. In the
early 2000s we had 3 morning services and one
evening service.

But sadly from the mid-2000s until about
2013 there were several conflicts. After 28 years of
service, Pastor Bob Stone was asked to resign. It
was a painful break for everyone and marked the
beginning of a “wilderness season” for Hillcrest, one
defined by staff turnover and leadership conflict. We
share this not to cast blame, but because it is part of
our story.

In the midst of those difficult years there have
been beautiful seasons of peace where Jesus has
done so much to sustain us. We did not rush to hire
a new Lead Pastor because we wanted to take the
time over the last few years to do the soul searching,
listening, healing and preparing necessary to step
into a new healthy season. It was the Lord's strength
that sustained our mission, reformed our personal
relationships and guided us to a new organizational
structure, in preparation for the new things He had
for us. We are so thankful for God'’s provision of the
faithful servants that led and cared for Hillcrest

through this time.



A NEW ERA BEGINS

On August 7, 2017, we entered a new chapter in
the story of Hillcrest Chapel. After a long and prayerful
search, Pastor Christian Lindbeck joined our staff as
Lead Pastor. He came to us after ten years of service
at Canyon Creek Church in Mill
Creek, Washington. This new
season began with great hope and
much prayer, trusting that Jesus
would continue to guide us into
the ministry opportunities He had
prepared for us.

COVID-19
In 2020, the COVID-19

pandemic impacted the world — and it impacted Christian and
Jen Lindbeck

church life, too. Worship services moved from the
Hillcrest building to online platforms, significantly
changing how our community worshiped together
during that season. Many in the congregation deeply
missed the connection and fellowship that came from
gathering in person.

One unexpected blessing that emerged from the
challenges of the pandemic was the growth of our
online presence. Through online live streaming, our
missionaries — and many others around the world
— were able to join us for Sunday worship. Even as
the world remained physically distant, the Hillcrest
family continued to grow. The livestream also gave
people who were unfamiliar with Hillcrest a chance to
experience what our Sunday services were like, offering
a meaningful way for those searching for a church
community to learn more about us.
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75th ANNIVERSARY

On August 29, 2021, Hillcrest Church celebrated
its 75th anniversary. What began as a church plant
in 1946 has been faithfully carried forward by many
brothers and sisters in Christ over the decades. Today,
a dedicated team of pastors and staff serve across
Hillcrest's three ministry divisions, continuing to lead
with vision and purpose. Hundreds within the Hillcrest
community now volunteer their time and talents,
actively supporting the church’s many ministries.

In August 2023, after six years of faithful service,
Pastor Christian was called back to Seattle to step
into a new leadership role. During his time at Hillcrest,
the church experienced meaningful growth, and
he developed a strong teaching partnership with
Pastor Tim Knipp, who had been on staff since 2010.
When Pastor Christian transitioned out, the Hillcrest

community recognized the Spirit's leading in affirming

75th' Pastor Tim as the next Lead Pastor and James Junior
Anniversary . .
celebration! as the Executive Pastor. The transition was marked by

unity, clarity, and a deep sense of God's provision.




THROUGH IT ALL

Jesus has been at work here
through it all. He has been with us
in the joyful times of expansion,
the hard seasons, the times of
risk, and the fun times. We are still
committed to being a community of
discipleship with nearly 500 adults
participating in small groups.

In the core of our hearts
we remain a Spirit empowered
missionary movement. We
currently support over 115 full time
missionaries around the world plus
local ministries.

We are still committed
to campus ministry. CCF now
has around 20 pastoral staff, 2
administrative staff, 11 interns,
and hundreds of studentson 3

campuses. The internship has
trained and sent hundreds of

graduates into campus, church, and marketplace Tim qnd
ministry around the world. Kristi Knipp

We are still committed to kids and families in the James and
Southside and beyond. Hillcrest Kids Early Learning, Janelle Junior

what began as our daycare, now has 32 teachers and 6
support staff serving 150 kids.

Our food bank serves 75-80 people twice a month,
distributing 2,000lbs of food each month.

For over 25 years, we've hosted a yearly holiday
market to raise funds for Hope Restored, our foster and
adoptive family support group. This group is connected
to Royal Family Kids. Royal Family Kids Bellingham
serves to provide positive memories and break the
cycle of abuse for kids in Whatcom County. For the
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past 25+ years,
RFK continues
to host a one-
week camp for
kids who have
experienced
relational
trauma. The
camp serves
50 kids every

summer, and
30 other camps
Recent CCF have trained here and now operate around the world.
gathering We are still part of the Assembilies of God for
accountability and support, and are grateful that this
connects us to the larger Spirit empowered missionary
movement. Yet at the same time, we have always been
Jesus people first, and have found ourselves to be a
landing place for people of a variety of denominational
backgrounds. And we keep trying new things! Over

the years some ministries have come and gone — we
once had a radio station and a counseling center. Some
things have just begun. In the last few years we've
partnered with Bellingham Public Schools: Options
High School, Happy Valley Elementary School, and
Fairhaven Middle School.

Hillcrest Kids . , ., )

chri Hillcrest's story isn't what we've done. Our story
ristmas

program is about what Jesus has done in and through this




community. And to belong here, to be part of this
community, is to become part of this story and the
particular things Jesus has done with these people, in
this place, in the past, to this present time.

And here's the great thing, we don't think Jesus
is done yet. We believe Jesus has more to do in and
through Hillcrest Church. We want you to understand
our community’s story. We want to honor and cherish
the past. But we also believe that God has more ahead
of us. We want to honor our past but not live in the past.
We believe Jesus wants to continue this story.

We are asking questions about what stories do
we want to be told about this community, 10, 15, 20
years from now? What groups of people have not
had a chance to hear about Jesus, both here and
around the world? How might the Spirit lead us to
share with them?

How do we care for kids inside our church and work
for the good of kids throughout Whatcom County?
How do we continue to be a launch pad to ministry on
university campuses?

How do we continue to not simply be a real
community of discipleship and spiritual formation
when so many forces are working against that?

One of the most practical questions we're exploring
is how to expand our building to meet the growing
needs of our church family and the wider community.
On April 13, 2025, the Hillcrest congregation voted to
begin a campaign to raise funds for a new facility, one
that will be shaped by our mission and open wide to
our neighbors.

We invite you to pray with us for the future, for an
openness and commitment to God, trusting Hillcrest's
future into God's hands and how He would lead us. And
as you do, consider this: Jesus is still writing Hillcrest's

story, and you are invited to take your place in it.
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BECOME A PART
OF OUR STORY

You are invited to fill out our Community Card
and let us know if you want to learn more
about opportunities to serve, small groups,
baptism or membership.



HiLLCREST

1400 Larrabee Ave, Bellingham, WA 98226 | 360.733.8400 | www.HCBellingham.com

love God | grow together | care for the world





